NEIL BOTTLE

Neil’s studio is Margate on the Kent coast from where he designs printed textiles for fashion and interiors. Neil’s research explores the relationship between craft and technology and how these seemingly opposite methodologies can work together to create innovation in textile design and production. Neil’s focus has been to apply his knowledge of traditional screen printing in textiles to new digital textile media. This research into computer aided design programmes has yielded surprising similarities to the hand crafted screen-printing techniques that he has developed for over twenty five years.

In this respect, he explores the application of computer- aided design from a craft perspective but with the added flexibility that digital printing offers, such as the ability to alter scale, colour, layer order, intensity and layout more efficiently. The result is a unique digital one-off object, which can be flat or designed around 3D forms, encompassing both traditional crafted textiles techniques. 

Neil is currently the Programme Director for the BA Hons degree in Fashion Textiles: Print and the MA Printed Textiles for Fashion & Interiors at University for the Creative Arts in Rochester.
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Excellence in Teaching Award, UCA
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Setting Up Award, Crafts Council
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Painter-Stainers’ Livery Company Award
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Selected Exhibitions
2019
Thirty Years in the Making – All That Remains, Contemporary Applied Arts
2019
Thirty Years in the Making – All That Remains, Ruthin Craft Centre 
2016

Shakespeare 400, Contemporary Applied Arts, London

2015

Turner Contemporary shop, Margate

2014

Exhibition at Circus, Marylebone, London



Digital Encounters, UCA, Canterbury

Moving Textiles, T1O3 Textiles Open Innovation Centre, Ronse, Belgium

2013

Model Making, Contemporary Applied Arts, London
Lace Effects, Cite Internationale de la Dentelle et de la Mode, Calais, France

Kaleidoscope, Rochester Art Gallery, Rochester

2010

Focus Exhibition, Ruthin Craft Centre, Ruthin

2009
Twenty years in the making (Focus), Contemporary Applied Arts, London


Stories & Memories, Bluecoat Display Centre, Liverpool



Re-opening exhibition, Ruthin Craft Centre, Ruthin 
2008

XVA Gallery Dubai, UAE 

Thirst 2 Show, College of Fine Art & Design, University of Sharjah, UAE  

2007

Optical series, Contemporary Applied Arts, London        

2006
Music Design Collection at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre London


2005

Summer Focus, Crafts Council, V&A Museum London

2004

At Home, Contemporary Applied Arts London


2003

Cockpit Arts, Open Studio London


2002

Affordable Art Fair London


2001

Two Man Show at Dorset Street Gallery London

Selected Publications
Buyers Guide To Contemporary British Textiles, Crafts Council

The Art And Craft Of Fabric Decoration, Mitchell Beazley

Profile article, Building Upon Illusions, Fibre Arts, USA

Design-Nation Catalogue, Design-Nation, UK

Second Steps publication, Mitchell Beazley

Silk, Mary Schoeser, 2010

British Textiles 1700 to the Present, Linda Parry

Dyeing and Screen-printing on Textiles, Joanna Kindersley-Taylor

Stitch Stories, Cas Holmes, Batsford
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