KATHARINE COLEMAN MBE
Born

1949, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands


Katharine Coleman studied point, drill, and copper wheel engraving on glass with Peter Dreiser at Morley College, Lambeth from 1984-7.  Two themes have long interested her – the illusion of a smaller vessel apparently suspended inside a larger one, the effect of both reflection and refraction of an engraved outer surface onto the inside surface of a thick-walled clear glass vessel; also, the sculptural beauty of simple natural objects, particularly those humble ones found in everyday life. 

Katharine’s glass is blown to her design by glassblowers Potter Morgan Glass and Sonja Klingler. Her clear lead crystal forms are overlaid with a thin layer of coloured glass. Her work has been exhibited widely in the UK and Europe, USA, New Zealand, and Japan and can be seen in many public collections and publications. Katharine believes wheel engraving on glass no longer needs to be traditional in style or content, though she prefers traditional techniques, using lathe-mounted copper, diamond, and stone wheels, for the crispness, textures and fine finish, so much more difficult to achieve with sandblast and drill. 

Katharine still teaches glass engraving. From time to time she teaches wheel, drill, sandblast and point engraving at the BildWerk Frauenau Summer Academy in Germany. 
Katharine's work was selected for the prestigious 2022 Coburger Glaspreis finalists' exhibition in Coburg and also for the National Glass Centre European Glass Prize exhibition, the first glass prize show hosted by the NGC Sunderland. 
Education

1974

MA, Cambridge University

1970

BA (Hons), Cambridge University

Awards

2015

People’s Prize, British Glass Biennale, Stourbridge


Elected Honorary Liveryman, Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers of London

2013
2nd Prize, "Fun with Colour" Competition, TGK 2013, Germany

2009

MBE for services to glass engraving

2008
The Pearsons Prize for Best Use of Glass in Engraving 

2007

The Glass Sellers Prize for Engraving on Glass 
2006
Honorable Mention (prize), the Coburg Glass Prize, Germany  
2004

Adrian Sassoon Award for The Arts of the Kiln 

2003

Finalist for The Jerwood Applied Arts Prize - Glass
Selected Exhibitions

2017
Celebrating 80, Peter Layton’s 80th Birthday Show, London Glassblowing, Bermondsey
2017
Und wenn sie nicht gestorben ist.. Glasgravur!, Glasmuseum Immenhausen, Germany

2011 – 17
TEFAF, Maastricht with Adrian Sassoon 
2015 – 16
Gravur on Tour, touring 7 European Glass Museums

2015 
All the Year Round (solo), Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh


Le Verre Vivant II, MUDAC, Lausanne, Switzerland

2004 – 15
British Glass Biennale, Stourbridge

2012 – 15
COLLECT, The Saatchi Gallery with Adrian Sassoon

2014   
             Coburger Glaspreis 2014, Coburg, Germany  
UK Glass, GlazenHuis, Lommel, Belgium
2013

A Sea of Glass, Dutch National Glass Museum, Leerdam 

2012

Solo exhibition, Galerie Hélène Porée, Paris 


In the Name of Love, Alexander Tutsek Stiftung, Munich      

2011

New Glass (solo), The Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh  



50 Years of Studio Glass from Great Britain, The 


European Museum of Modern Glass, Rödental, Germany


The Taste of Glass, Glazenhuis, Lommel, Belgium

2008 

Solo exhibition, Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh
2007 

A Sense of Place (solo), Zest Gallery, London
2006 

Coburger Glaspreis, Germany
2005 

Surface, Structure, Shape, Crafts Council, The Axis 


Gallery, Tokyo 
 

Selected Publications
2017
The Art of the Wheel - Katharine Coleman, a short film for ‘Celebrating 80’, London Glassblowing

2016
Drawing – an expressive gesture with the advantage of permanence, exhibition catalogue, National Glass Centre, Sunderland
2015
Gravur on Tour, exhibition catalogue

2015
A Passion for Glass, the Dan Klein & Alan Poole Private Collection of Modern Glass, Rose Watban, National Museums of Scotland
2015
All the Year Round, exhibition catalogue, The Scottish Gallery
2014
Coburger Glaspreis, exhibition catalogue, Schnell & Steiner GmbH

2011

Feature, Rose Watban, Neues Glas, Winter
2010
 
De Smaak van Glas - The Taste of Glass, Jeroen 


Maes, Lommel, Belgium
2009
Katharine Coleman, fenêtres sur cristal, Thierry de Beaumont, la revue de la céramique et du verre, no 169

2009

Pattern, Colour & Form, Carolyn Genders, A&C Black
AWARDS
2015
People's Prize, British Glass Biennale 2015, Stourbridge, awarded by Warm Glass plc

2015
Hon Liveryman of the Glass Sellers of London, Freeman of the City of London

2013
2nd Prize  TGK 2013 Competition "Fun with Colour"  Germany

2009
MBE for services to glass engraving, New Years Honours List

2008
The Pearsons Prize for Best Use of Glass in Engraving, sponsored by Pearsons Glass Ltd and Ed Hoy's International, USA. 

2008 
Second Prize  at a juried exhibition of work at the 5th International Symposium of Engraved Glass at Kamenicky Senov, Czech Republic, September 2008 

2007
The Glass Sellers Prize for Engraving on Glass (a new prize) 

2006 
Honourable Mention award, the Coburg Glass Prize 2006, Kunstsammlungen der Veste Coburg, Germany 

2004 
Adrian Sassoon Award for The Arts of the Kiln, awarded at Chelsea Crafts Fair  

2003, a finalist for The Jerwood Applied Arts Prize - Glass. This is awarded every five years for glass.

Work In Public Collections
Alexander Tutsek Stiftung, Munich, Germany

Dudley Museums, prev. Broadfield House Glass Museum, Kingswinford, Stourbridge

Birmingham City Art Gallery & Museum (Keatley Trust)

Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum

Corning Museum of Glass, USA

Ernsting Stiftung, Coesfeld Lette, Germany

Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge (Keatley Trust)

Glass Museum, Kamenický Šenov, Czech Republic

Glass Museum Frauenau, Bavarian State Glass Museum, Germany

Dan Klein & Alan J. Poole (Private Collection) @ National Museums Scotland. Edinburgh

Kunstsammlungen der Veste Coburg, Germany

MUDAC, Museum of Design & Contemporary Applied Arts, Lausanne, Switzerland

Museo de la Real Fabrica de Cristales de La Granja, Segovia, Spain  

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
National Museums of Northern Ireland
National Museums of Scotland, Edinburgh 

Nature In Art, Gloucester

Northlands Creative Glass Centre, Lybster, Scotland

Norwich Castle Museum & Art Gallery

Shipley Art Gallery, Gateshead

Victoria & Albert Museum, South Kensington, London
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