KAREN HANSEN

Karen Hansen designs with natural forms using sustainable materials to create contemporary furniture and sculptural constructions. Inspired by nature, Hansen seeks to emphasise the connections between individuals and their environment. This might relate to the use of local material to promote the survival of the woodland resource or building on site-specific elements within a commission. The design ideas develop with a feel for clear, clean lines and comfortable function and are based on a good understanding of material and structure. Her Danish roots continue to influence both approach and result. 
Hansen says of her work: ‘Open to the idea of new technologies and material developments, I feel there still is a need for, and great value in, touch and time, when working to create things for life’

Born  

1958, Denmark

Education

2013

3D CAD Design and Laser Cutting, Arts University 


Bournemouth

1993 – 94
MSc in Forest Product Technology, Design, Manufacture, 
Hooke Park College in conjunction with Bournemouth University, Dorset

1992 – 93
Diploma in Forest Product Technology, Design, 


Manufacture, Hooke Park College, Dorset

Awards

2012

Guild Mark 442 for Ceremonial Wedding Seat, 


Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers, London



Exlab research bursary, Dorset Visual Arts

2008

RICS London Awards, Craftsmanship in conservation, 

Special Award with St. Blaise for St. George’s Chapel, 

Bloomsbury, London

2002

Craft Scholarship Award, The Prince’s Foundation



Allsop’s Arts & Crafts Prize, Allsop Gallery, Bridport

Selected Exhibitions

2014

Unfold: Exploring the process of Collaboration, Walford 

Mill Crafts, Dorset 
Inspired – Festival of Silver, Contemporary work by 
Furniture makers and Silversmiths, London

2013 
Marchwood Vale Arts Awards exhibition Design Award, Bridport Art Centre, Dorset



Going Full Circle, Walford Mill Crafts, Dorset

2012 

Exlab Research Exhibition, AUCB Bournemouth

2011

Women Work – in Wood – Wowowo, Touring show 

curated by Karen Hansen in collaboration with Walford 

Mill Crafts, Dorset, and Metropolitan University, London

2010

The Arts & Crafts Legacy, 21st Century Furniture III



The Millinery Works Gallery, London



London Design Festival, V&A Museum, London
2009

Art in the Garden, Sir Harold Hilliers Gardens, UK


Making the Future – 21st Century Furniture, London

2008 

Trig Point, Study Gallery of Modern Art, Dorset



Wonder Wood - Inspirational Contemporary Designers 

from the South West, Centre for Contemporary Art and 

the Natural World, Devon



Made in Dorset, Bridport Art Centre

2007 

Art in the Garden. Sir Harold Hilliers Gardens, UK
2006 

Fine Crafted Wood, New Forest Trust, UK


Contemporary Crafts, Nature in Art, Gloucester

2005

Design & Natural Form, Town Mill Gallery, Lyme Regis
Selected Publications

2011 

1000 Designs for the garden

2002 

In praise of Trees, Salisbury Festival

1994  

Selling your wood, a guide to marketing product from 

community woodlands
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